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link in the evolution of the Indian ideal, they do
not belong to the scope of this work. They are,
however, magnificently decorative, and provide
a most wonderful picture of Indian life and
thought, as described at the beginning of this
chapter. The visits of the pilgrims to the sacred
shrines, the stories told by the camp-ikes, the
fabled pre-existence of the Buddha in the form
of bird and beast, and all the mysteries of the
untrodden primeval forests, are revealed in a
series of sculptures which, besides being most
valuable for historical purposes, makes a most
delightful, original Indian jungle-book. We can
see, also, how strongly the idea of the essential
unity of creation has taken hold of the Indian
mind. For all nature is shown animated by a
single purpose; man and beast, gods and demi-
gods, and the weird monsters of Indian mytho-
logy throng together to join in worship of the
emblems of the Buddhist faith.
The Sanchi sculptures are, like those of Bharhut,
entirely naturalistic in the treatment of the human
form. As Fergusson says :
" All the men and women represented are
human beings, acting as men and women have
acted in all times, and the success or failure of the
representations may consequently be judged by
the same rules as are applicable to the sculpture
of any other place or country. Notwithstanding
this, the mode of treatment is so original and local